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What did Toronto look like in the post-war period?
This picture is looking north from the lake toward the Royal York Hotel.
Reflect on what Toronto’s skyline looks like now!

For comparison purposes, as of 2009-10 there were 4,020 elementary and 911 secondary
schools in Ontario
School attendance was compulsory for students aged 8 -16, but an estimated 54% of
students dropped out before the age of 16.
Curriculum was delivered using the “little grey book”, a program introduced in 1937.

Departmentals, or Grade 13 province wide exams in secondary school, served as a public
measure of accountability, reassuring the community that its high schools were providing
the quality of education expected of them, or alerting that changes were called for. These
exams were provincially set and were the determining factor for the completion of high
school.
In 1943 Ontario voters has put the Conservatives in power, and left them there for over 40
years. In the 1940s, Ontario’s premier was George Drew.
To summarize – conservative, small, school was not for everyone
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In 1945, a royal commission was mandated by the Ontario government to review the
existing state of elementary and secondary education.
The commission was chaired by John Andrew Hope and the final report was delivered
in 1950.
A smattering of the recommendations are listed on the slide. Do any of them (many of
them) look familiar?

In the 1950s, Ontario saw a huge increase in population growth, and a concurrent increase
in both white collar employment and demand for education.
In just 14 years, Scarborough built sixty new elementary schools and 15 new secondary
schools!
Ontario secondary schools continued to administer Grade 13 departmental exams and
focus mainly on university bound students.
Conservative government and Ontario premier is Leslie Frost. The number of universities in
Ontario increased from four to twelve.
Education minister during this time was John Robarts, who went on to become premier of
Ontario in the 1960s.
To summarize – conservative, growing, the role of school was expanding downward (age 6)
but was still not for everyone. Role of research? Can’t find any…

Entering the 1960s, Ontario’s secondary schools continued to serve academic, university
bound students.
In 1960 the federal government introduced the Technical and Vocational Training
Assistance Act. John Robarts, the education minister of Ontario at the time, overhauled
the secondary school curriculum to permit the streaming of students into
technical/vocational programs. This curriculum adjustment was referred to as the “Robarts
Plan” and was designed to keep more students in school.
In the mid-1960s both Premier Robarts and his Minister of Education, William Davis are
concerned about the absence of research capacity in the Department of Education, as the
research budget for education was minimal compared to other Ministry Departments. As a
results, OISE was established by provincial legislation, responsible for basic and applied
research, development and dissemination of research and graduate teaching in Education.
It is significant that two successive education ministers went on to become premiers. This
was an era when the education portfolio was in the hands of prominent and powerful men
within the Conservative caucus, which ensured priority treatment for education issues and
spending.

The vast majority of Ontario students are now under the jurisdiction of 126 Boards (~100
units are special purpose or isolated)
To summarize – still conservative, still growing (although boards are amalgamated), role of
secondary school is shifting to include non-academic students through vocational programs,
role of research is recognized
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In 1965, a provincial committee on aims and objective for education began work on
educational reform. The findings were released in 1968 in a book called Living and
learning, but was more commonly known as the Hall-Dennis Report. The report
contained only 200 pages, but had many pictures, drawings and children’s artwork to
demonstrate that education was about self-actualization and individualism rather than
fitting people into pre-determined economic or social roles.

There were 258 recommendations, some of which are shown on your screen.
To summarize – still conservative, still growing, ruled by powerful men in conservative
party, recommendations of committee are a shift from traditional curriculum and
pedagogy

In the 1970s, recommendations from the Hall-Dennis Report are enacted. Curriculum and
learning environments are reoriented for individualized and cooperative learning.
The process of “ungrading” or not having students in any specific grade is widely employed.
Some Boards of Education have research staff – the Board of Education for the City of
Toronto and the Board of Education for the Borough of North York are good examples of
this
In order to share ideas, research staff from the Toronto area Boards begin to collaborate
and AERO is formed – London and Ottawa also have representation..
OISE’s field development activities created an innovative approach for university-school
relationships in Canada, and were highly values by teachers throughout the province.
OISE Field centres were located in London, Kitchener, Thunder Bay, Peterborough with the
mandate of research and graduate education in the locale.
To summarize – still conservative – Bill Davis is education minister, still growing, school is
being restructured for ungrading, role of research is growing both through OISE and Board
research departments

In 1980, an important study on class size at the Board of Education for the City of Toronto is
published. The reference is:
Shapson, S., Wright, E.N., Eason, G. and J. Fitzgerald (1980). An Experimental Study of the
Effects of Class Size. American Educational Research Journal, 17 (2), pg. 141-152.
In a period of economic contraction, the public wonders if they were getting their money’s
worth and complains that there are no longer any provincial examinations, so they don't
know if things are better or worse. To address this concern, in the March, 1984 speech
from the throne there was mention of a province –wide testing initiative, which was under
consideration by a committee and that the ministry was preparing to develop and
implement a province wide testing program to address the needs of students, teacher and
various constituent groups.
In 1985, the Liberals defeated the conservative government – the first change since the
1940s. David Peterson was premier.
A number of research studies show that most secondary students are as well prepared
as ever for post-secondary. However, there are many students in secondary school who
would not have been there decades earlier

To summarize – now Liberal, growth is slowing, more stabilizing over enrolment and
pedagogical shifts, increasing role of public opinion, role of research is becoming higher and
higher profile
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In September 1990 the Liberals called a surprise election and lost badly. The NDP were in
power, Bob Rae is Premier. The NDP are very consultative and undertake studies in many
sectors, the Royal Commission on Learning is introduced in 1993.
The economy is in recession and the social contract is introduced.
To summarize – now NDP, reeling from big changes in 70s and 80s with the public crying for
accountability in an era of fiscal restraint, role of research recedes slightly as public opinion
begins to really drive the agenda

After exhaustive public consultation, the Commission released its report, entitled For the
Love of Learning, in January 1995. The report was to suggest a vision and action plan to
guide the reform of elementary and secondary education. This would include values, goals
and programs of schools, as well as systems of accountability and educational governance.
The Royal Commission on Learning — co-chaired by Gerald Caplan and Monique Bégin delivered its report and recommendations: "For the Love of Learning" in January 1995.
Among the reports' more prominent recommendations were:
- the creation of a common curriculum for Ontario schools
- the equalization of funding per pupil
- the elimination of grade 13
- the creation of a College of Teachers (recommendation #58)
- the implementation of uniform testing of students at various grade levels.
To summarize – highly consultative, AERO representative give a presentation at the Royal
Commission on Learning that was reviewed in AEROspace last year. Unfortunately the
original documentation was destroyed after the article was written.

By 1995, the governing New Democratic party and Premier Bob Rae had become extremely
unpopular with the electorate, largely due to the state of the Ontario economy and its
record debt and deficit amidst a Canada-wide recession.
The Social Contract had been very unpopular.
The Common Sense Revolution, 1995
EQAO established, 1996
Curriculum reform, 1998
To summarize – how do you summarize? I think our past presidents will address these
issues.

In 2002 Ernie Eaves was sworn in as Premier after Mike Harris stepped down.
In 2003, the Liberal party won the election and Dalton McGuinty was sworn in as
Premier.
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1. Some research questions have now been answered (e.g. multiple choice scoring)
2. The rise of qualitative methods: even die hard quantitative researchers recognize that
qualitative research has an appropriate place.
3. The job of teaching has evolved in all areas: classroom environment; curriculum
expectations; accountability and reporting; support services; parent involvement etc..
4. The democratization of research: High speed desk top computers and software with
graphical interfaces makes it possible for non-experts to analyze data. It used to be that
only those who could write programs and had access to main frame computers could
analyze data, giving them control of the research process. In addition, participatory
approaches to research give a prominent role to program stakeholders in all research
decisions. Search engines like Google make it easy for novices to find detailed
directions on how to perform research tasks.
5. Ethics: informed consent of subjects and ethical review of research practices by third
parties prior to the implementation of research designs is all new.
.
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