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 The purpose of this session is to 
discuss the process and related 
challenges by which boards 
receive and review requests to 
conduct research involving 
students, parents, staff or 
administrators.



 To learn about how the application and 
review process in our boards may be 
streamlined by drawing on various 
resources, documents and ideas from other 
boards.

 To gain a better understanding of how to 
address some of the challenges associated 
with the review of external research 
requests.



What is involved in applying to 
conduct research in your board?

◦Do you have an application process/ 
form?
◦Who is involved in the review process?



What recent challenges have you 
experienced in reviewing research 
requests?
◦How have you dealt with these 
challenges?
◦How could these challenges be 
addressed?



 A researcher would like to access school 
board data (e.g., student level EQAO scores) 
to use as part of his/her research project. 
◦ Do you provide them with the data?
◦ What procedures do you follow (consent, data 

sharing agreement, etc.)?
◦ Do you consider this secondary use of data?
◦ Would you treat this request differently if the 

researcher was also a board staff or administrator 
(i.e., pursuing graduate studies)?



 An external researcher would like to conduct a 
study involving students who are currently 
participating in a program in your board that 
does not require parental consent (e.g., an 
LGBTQ support program). Some of the most 
vulnerable students may be excluded from the 
research if parental consent is required as they 
may not wish to disclose their participation in the 
program to their parents. 
◦ Do you still require parental consent for all students 

under the age of 18 to participate in the research or do 
you waive the requirement for parental consent in these 
circumstances?



 An external researcher would like to conduct 
a study involving students under the age of 
18. The researcher has proposed online 
parental consent where a letter would be sent 
home with students that includes a link and 
password to the online consent. 
◦ Do you approve this type of online consent where 

parents consent by checking a box and typing their 
name online without a written signature?
◦ Under what circumstances is online consent 

appropriate?



Any additional questions, 
comments, or issues to discuss?



 On-going collaborative discussions
 Sharing tips and practices
 Sharing tools, templates and data 
sharing agreements
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