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1. Well-Being in Ontario Schools – What We 
Heard

2. Well-Being – determining impact

3. Next Steps and the role of educational 
researchers

Overview



Embarking on the school year: What do you see?
What do you hope for the school experience for these students? 3
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Promoting well-being has been worked on 
collectively for many years, all across 

Ontario and at all levels. 

STUDENT WELL-BEING JOURNEY

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/healthyschools/foundations.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/healthyschools/foundations.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/HowLearningHappens.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/HowLearningHappens.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/excellent.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/excellent.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/SupportingMinds.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/SupportingMinds.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/sef2013.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/sef2013.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/common/ministry/publications/reports/mental_health2011/mentalhealth_rep2011.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/common/ministry/publications/reports/mental_health2011/mentalhealth_rep2011.pdf
http://www.children.gov.on.ca/htdocs/English/documents/youthopportunities/steppingup/Steppingup-2015AnnualReport.pdf
http://www.children.gov.on.ca/htdocs/English/documents/youthopportunities/steppingup/Steppingup-2015AnnualReport.pdf
http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/equity.pdf
http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/equity.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/climate.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/climate.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/aboriginal/OFNImplementationPlan.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/aboriginal/OFNImplementationPlan.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/subjects.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/subjects.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/health.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/health.html
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Well-Being in Our Schools; Strength in Our 
Society

Broad Public Engagement on:
• Understanding student 

well-being
• Promoting and Supporting

student well-being
• Knowing our Impact 

Focus on students' emotional, social, cognitive, 
and physical development, their sense of self, 

spirit and belonging.



How we listened
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What we heard

Sense of self and spirit

Physical and emotional 
safety

Sense of Belonging
9

Meaningful learning 

Supportive relationships

Healthy minds and bodies



Sense 
of self 
and 
spirit
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Physical 
and 
emotional 
safety
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Sense of 
belonging
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Meaningful 
learning
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Supportive 
relationships 
with peers 
and adults

14



Healthy 
minds 
and 
bodies
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The Student Experience

• Achievement, 
equity, well-being

• Systemic barriers 
identified and 
addressed
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The Student Experience

• School, family, 
community 
connections
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The Student Experience
• We all have a role
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DV75R8WRlF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DV75R8WRlF8


Knowing Our Impact
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School Climate Surveys
• Developed in 2006, revised in 2009, evidence-informed, related to 

bullying prevention and equity and inclusive education 
• 2012: legal requirement for boards to conduct anonymous school 

climate surveys of students parents and school staff at least once 
every two years

• Boards/schools analyze data and share with safe and accepting 
schools teams to inform school improvement planning; not required 
to share data with the ministry

• 4 separate sample surveys:  grades 4 – 6, 7 – 12, staff, parents
• Boards can use or adapt or use a third party survey; e.g., Tell Them 

From Me
• 2013: enhanced online survey, more user-friendly and adaptable to 

local needs
• Included a “roll up” function to support board analysis of results

20



Survey Samples
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Welcome What We Heard Literature Review 4. School Climate 
Survey Looking Ahead



FROM CONNECTIONS TO DEEP INTEGRATION

22



•What does this mean for you? 
•What can we build on? What needs to change? 23
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FURTHER INFORMATION

For more information, please refer to the information available online (see links 
below) or talk to your manager.

• Well-being

• Refreshing the Curriculum

• Equity Action Plan

• Achieving Excellence

• Collaborative Professionalism – PPM 159

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/promote_wellbeing.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2017/09/updated-curriculum-new-report-cards-coming-to-ontario-schools.html?_ga=2.133853838.1859439939.1507756247-1883083230.1499722968
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/action_plan.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/excellent.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm159.pdf


25

Wrap Up and Conclusion
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